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MICHELLE CHEW

Within ESICM, everybody knows Professor Michelle Chew. In
recognition of her unwavering dedication and commitment,
ESICM is delighted to award Michelle with Honorary
Membership.

Michelle’s career has spanned continents, from medical
school in Australia to a PhD degree from Aarhus University
in Denmark, followed by positions at the University Hospital
Malmo in Sweden, the University Hospital in Copenhagen,
and then Linkdping University Hospital. Since 2024, Michelle
has held the position of Full Professor in the Department
of Perioperative Medicine and Intensive Care at Karolinska
University Hospital Huddinge in Stockholm.

Michelle is a very active ESICM member, always ready to
teach, lecture, collaborate and mentor. She is the current
Chair of the Cardiovascular Dynamics section. Before then,
she led the Health Services Research and Outcomes section
and served as a member of the ESICM Research Committee
and the Congress Committee. She has contributed to
countless masterclasses, workshops and webinars, and is a
regular supporter of educational activities. She is interested
in all aspects of intensive care, but haemodynamics and
echocardiography are her real passions and areas of
expertise. This is immediately obvious when she teaches
and lectures. ESICM is immensely grateful to Michelle for
her enthusiastic engagement.

Arecognised leader in the field, Michelle is a regular faculty
member at international meetings and has contributed to
numerous high-impact studies and guidelines, addressing
critical issues and controversies in haemodynamic
management. She is an advocate for high-quality research
and evidence-based practice. Most importantly, Michelle
is loyal, humble and very kind. She always has the best
interests of patients, friends and colleagues at heart.

Feedback from friends and colleagues is consistently
glowing:

“Michelle combines extraordinary technical expertise with
genuine humanity and a form of soft leadership, where she
never needs to raise her voice to be heard or to be credible.

She has always been a source of inspiration, and she is an
extraordinarily tenacious and resilient woman.”

“Michelle is a powerhouse. She has high simultaneous
capacity and is always fully present.”

“When I think of Michelle, the first thing that comes to mind is
her attentiveness to others, her fair play. She’s undoubtedly
one of the kindest colleagues in our community. She’s always
extremely polite, very careful not to hurt people’s feelings in
any way. Secondly, she’s an incredibly positive person. Always
smiling, always up for a new project, always supportive of
others’ initiatives.”

“Michelle is a brilliant thinker and clinical scientist, extremely
humble, very generous, and supportive, particularly towards
young researchers. What also sets her apart is her strong self-
criticism, her in-depth knowledge of the literature in many
fields, and the integrity to acknowledge when there is no solid
evidence for something.”

“Michelle is a remarkable combination of expertise, humility,
and a constant smile — a quality we rarely find within our
community.”

“Michelle is the kind of friend everyone wishes they had
— deeply compassionate, genuinely caring, and always
present when you need her. As a person, she is warm,
loyal, and trustworthy. As a leader, she stands out for her
professionalism, integrity, and vision. She leads with empathy
and strength, always making those around her feel heard,
supported, and valued. Her ability to balance kindness with
determination makes her not only an exceptional friend but
also a truly inspiring role model!”

In recognition of her outstanding contributions, Professor
Michelle Chew joins the ranks of esteemed ESICM Honorary
Members. This honour celebrates her exceptional
achievements, her unconditional commitment and her
exceptional human qualities.

MARLIES OSTERMANN
ESICM President-Elect
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