
 
 

Translational Biology Meeting – Minutes 

 

Date: Monday, 27th October 2025 

Place: LIVES Congress Venue, room BM1 Ostersee A 

 

Chair: Gaetano Perchiazzi 

Attendees: Elena Sancho Ferrando, Miklós Lipcsey, John Laffey, Burcin Halacli, Luis Morales -

Quinteros, Denise Battaglini, Nicole Juffermans, Marta Camprubi Rimblas  

 

Meeting Agenda: 

1. Welcome          

2. LIVES 2025 Conference report     

3. Dual section affiliation and implications for TransBio    

4. Committee Updates from the representatives      

5. Update on NEXT Activities re. TransBio section 

6.  Update from the journal Intensive Care Experimental   

7. New chair from November 2025 

8. AOB  

 

Summary 

 

Updates on Section Coordination and Congress 

 

Gaetano welcomed the participants and presented the agenda for the meeting, focusing on 

updates regarding the Congress and the roles of the various sections. He reaffirmed his 

position as the coordinator until the conclusion of the Congress, after which Miklós Lipcsey is 

designated to assume the chairmanship. Furthermore, he elaborated on the responsibilities 

entrusted to various committee members and representatives, and invited them to present 

their work over the past two years during the section meeting. 

 



 
 

 

Updates on TransBio Section Activities and Congress Participation 

Gaetano shared insights into the TransBio section's activities and challenges, highlighting the 

relatively low number of submitted abstracts and the reasons for their categorization. He 

invited section members to label their submitted abstracts as “TransBio abstracts”, which can 

be seen as a sign of the section's scientific vitality. He emphasized the importance of the new 

voting system that allows members to participate in two sections, aiming to increase active 

involvement. Additionally, he outlined the Congress's focus on gender, geographic, and age 

diversity in speaker selection. 

 

Research Strategy and Methodology Development in ESICM 

John Laffey discussed the development of a research strategy for ESICM, which aims to 

incorporate feedback from sections and leadership to set a clear direction for the organization. 

He also mentioned ongoing efforts to enhance the Methodology Group and the initiative to 

create a WhatsApp group to improve communication with TransBio section and receive 

important updates. For this reason, Gaetano shows the QR code provided by the ESICM offices 

to join the WhatsApp TransBio section group. 

Gaetano outlines the new European laws and directives for conducting animal research within 

the EU countries. These changes require an update to the education of translational 

researchers. He explains the transition from the old four categories of FELASA (Federation of 

European Laboratory Animal Science Associations) to the new requirements of European 

Union Directive 2010/63 and subsequent legislation. In particular, he emphasizes that 

committees evaluating translational research in EU countries should include at least one 

member with an official EU-function B certificate.  

John highlighted the President's initiative to improve communication between the ESICM 

Sections and the Executive Committee, noting that each section has a liaison. He also 

mentioned the discussion on the possible transitioning from a section structure to a 

transversal group, which may better meet the needs of the TransBio section.   

 

Development of TransBio Educational Initiatives 

Dr. Morales-Quinteros outlined the plans for integrating TransBio knowledge into ESICM 

Academy courses. He mentioned the process used to discuss the issue with ESICM offices and 

the good results achieved. Currently, the state of the art is that a grid of proposed subjects to 

include in the educational plan has been prepared. The following step is to identify experts 

eager to share their knowledge by writing the specific modules of this educational initiative.  

 

Discussion on Social Media and Digital Content 



 
 

Dr. Halacli, the representative of the section to the Social Media and Digital Content 

Committee, describes the work done so far. He discusses the organization and the outcome of 

the webinar, organized in collaboration with the Data Science section, titled “Hot Topics in Data 

Science and Translational Biology.”  He also outlines another joint initiative by the TransBio and 

Data Science Sections in producing the podcast titled “The Future of ICU Biobanks: Integrating 

Multi-Omics and AI.” Additionally, he discusses the series of videos “ESICM Inspiring 

Intensivists” and the episode dedicated to TransBio, recorded in August 2025. The series aims 

to showcase the experiences and knowledge of top intensivists, inspire beyond scientific 

topics, and reinforce the ESICM community. 

 

Discussion on NEXT initiatives 

Dr. Sancho Ferrando illustrates the current initiatives of NEXT regarding the TransBio section 

and future congress organization, sharing ideas for the future, mentioning the past and the 

upcoming ESICM – Innovation Forum 2026 in Amsterdam. 

 

Update from the journal Intensive Care Experimental 

Prof. Juffermans, editor in chief for the journal Intensive Care Experimental (ICMx), outlines 

the positive results of the journal and the dynamism of the editorial board. She reminds the 

section members that ICMx accepts not only translational studies but also clinical studies. 

Furthermore, she hypothesizes extending an invitation to future developers of educational 

modules to prepare documents that can serve as guidelines, potentially to be published in 

ICMx as a resource for its readers. 

 

New chair from November 2025 

The incoming Chair Miklós Lipcsey, after thanking the former two chairs and the steering group 

for their work, outlines his plans for the future development of the section, aimed at 

addressing the challenges of European translational research. 

 

Closure 

There being no other business to address, the meeting was formally adjourned by Gaetano. 

 

 


