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Summary of the Global Intensive Care working group meeting 

International Congress Center, Berlin, October 3, 2011 

 

 

Participants:   Martin Dünser (chair and protocol) 

    Marcus J. Schultz 

    Bekele Afessa 

    Rashan Haniffa 

    Andreas Brunauer 

    Erich Schmutzhard 

    Sirak Petros 

    Nigel Hollister 

    Andrew Walden 

    José Luis García Allut 

    Emmanuel Charbonney 

    Timothy Stevens 

    Tim Baker 

    Charles Gomersall 

 

Meeting duration:  16:30-18:20  

 

 

Proceedings: 

 

1. General Issues 

Our working group is growing constantly. Due to the high interest in the topic of global 

intensive care we are currently counting 38 working group members! 

 

Since March 2011 our working group has its own dedicated sub-webpage at www.esicm.org 

(Working Groups). The webpage contains files for download on the aims and scope of the 

working group, list of members, educational articles as well as minutes of the past working 

group’s meetings. 
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2. Update on the working group’s ongoing projects 

2.1. Recommendations on Sepsis Management in Resource Poor Settings 

The recommendations have been finalized and approved by the Executive Committee of the 

ESICM. The manuscript is currently under review/revision with Intensive Care Medicine. 

 

2.2. Educational Articles on Intensive Care Medicine 

The first two articles on the clinical evaluation of the cardiovascular and respiratory system 

have been uploaded on the working group’s webpage. Further articles on the basic skills of 

clinical examination of the critically ill patient will soon follow.  

 

2.3. Telemedical counseling 

On behalf of Guillaume Thierry and Ognjen Gajic, Marcus Schultz presented an interesting 

research proposal on a checklist- and telemedicine-based intervention to improve best 

practice in ICUs of middle- and low-income countries. The research idea was welcomed by all 

members and further ideas on the study protocol were collected. 

 

3. Potential Future Projects 

• Edition of a special issue of the journal “Critical Care Research and Practice”: 

The working group members consented to the suggestion brought up by Marcus Schultz 

and Martin Dünser to potentially edit a special issue of the open-access journal “Critical 

Care Research and Practice”. An exact topic has not yet been defined. However, it was 

agreed on that the majority of the articles of such an issue need to be written by 

intensivists from low- and middle-income countries. 

 

• Release of a nurse pocket guide to care for critically ill patients  in resource-poor 

settings:  

This project shall be based on an existing pocket guide written by Tim Baker. The present 

text is planned to be revised, but should remain concise and focus only on the most 

important basic concepts to care for a critically ill patient. Tim Baker will coordinate the 

project together with 3-4 other working group members. 
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• Project to evaluate the efficacy/effectiveness of the recently established working 

group’s recommendation on sepsis management in resource-poor settings: 

The working group actively discussed different possibilities to evaluate the 

efficacy/effectiveness of the recently established working group’s recommendation on 

sepsis management in resource-poor settings. Although no agreement could finally be 

achieved, the authors of the sepsis recommendations will further elaborate on this 

relevant topic. 

 

4. Next meeting 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the ISICEM congress in Brussels in March, 

2012. We are looking forward to meeting you there! 

 


