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Minutes of the Global Intensive Care working group meeting 

The Square Conference Building, Brussels, March 22, 2012 

 

Participants:   Bekele Afessa 

Charles Gomersall 

Martin Dünser (chair and protocol) 

    Ganbat Tsenddorj 

Neill Adhikari 

Rashan Haniffa 

    Timothy Stephens 

    Vincent Ioos 

     

Meeting duration:  16:00-18:00  

 

Proceedings: 

1. General Issues 

The working group is growing continuously. Since our last meeting in Berlin in October 2011, 

seven new members have joined the group. A warm welcome! 

The working group was honoured to be able to propose a thematic session for the upcoming 

ESICM LIVES congress in Lisbon/Portugal. The final program will show whether the proposal 

has been accepted. 

 

2. Update on the working group’s current projects 

2.1. Recommendations on Sepsis Management in Resource-Poor Settings 

The recommendations of the working group to treat sepsis in resource-poor settings have 

been published in Intensive Care Medicine as an open access article and were endorsed by 

seven national and international societies. The group discussed ways to spread the 

recommendations to resource-poor settings. Before doing so electronic tools to improve 

practical use and implementation (e.g. posters, pocket cards, etc.) shall be designed and sent 

to all working group members together with the recommendations for further electronic 

distribution hoping to achieve a snowball effect. In addition, the recommendations will be 

made available on the webpage of the working group. 
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2.2. Intensive Care Basics 

Three articles of the series “Intensive Care Basics: Clinical Evaluation” have been published 

on the working group’s webpage. Further articles are awaiting completion by their authors.  

 

2.3. iCERTAIN 

Ogie Gajic from the Mayo Clinic leads the ambitious and interesting iCERTAIN (checklist for 

early recognition and treatment of acute illness) project. Currently, the iCERTAIN group is 

establishing a decision support tool to facilitate correct diagnosis and management of acute 

and critical illness in intensive care units of low-middle and middle-income countries. A first 

pilot study is expected to be launched in 7-10 centers around the globe in autumn this year. 

 

3. Future Projects and Steps: Adoption of the BASIC course to resource-poor settings 

Establishment of a systematic educational course for intensive care workers in resource-

poor settings is a primary target of our working group. Lead by Charles Gomersall, the 

working group will collaborate with representatives of Medecines sans Frontier (Vincent 

Ioos) and the World Health Organization (Neill Adhikari) in order to revise the BASIC course 

to developing healthcare systems. (Note: The BASIC course is a concept developed by the 

group around Charles, and has, among several other societies, been endorsed by the ESICM. 

It is a course intended for the beginner in Intensive Care Medicine including a course book as 

well as tutorials and skill stations.) The first adoption of the BASIC course to resource-poor 

settings is already underway and will be done by Charles in cooperation with the MSF team 

headed by Vincent Ioos. After collecting first experiences during a BASIC course in Nigeria in 

summer 2012, interested members of the working group will be involved to help further 

develop the BASIC course for resource-poor settings. Every interested working group 

member is welcome to participate in this process! 

 

4. Next meeting 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the ESICM LIVES congress in 

Lisbon/Portugal during October 13-17, 2012. We are looking forward to meeting you there! 


