
 1

Summary of the Global Intensive Care working group meeting 

The Square Conference Building, Brussels, March 23, 2011 

 

 

Participants:   Martin Dünser (chair and protocol) 

    Marcus J. Schultz 

    Bekele Afessa 

    Arjen Dondorp 

    Rashan Haniffa 

    Ogjen Gaijc 

    Raimund Helbock 

 

Meeting duration:  16:00-18:00  

 

 

Proceedings: 

 

1. General Issues 

Our working group is growing continuously. Since our last meeting in Barcelona in October 

2010, seven new members have joined the group; among them also one critical care nurse. 

 

The working group welcomes the following new members: 

- Dr. Charles Gomersall, Hong Kong 

- DGuKP Manuel Gwisz, Switzerland 

- Dr. Ganbat Tsenddorj, Mongolia 

- Dr. Jeffrey Garland, USA 

- Dr. Emmanuel Charbonney, Canada/Switzerland 

- Dr. Rashan Haniffa, Sri Lanka 

- Dr. Raimund Helbock, Austria 

 

More detailed information on the new working group members will follow soon! 
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The webpage of the working group will be online during the next days. It can be openly 

accessed under the “Working Group” section of the ESICM website at www.esicm.org. 

 

2. Update on the working group’s current projects 

2.1. Recommendations on Sepsis Management in Resource Poor Settings 

Comprehensive recommendations on the management of patients with sepsis in resource 

poor settings have been established by several members of the working group. The 

manuscript is in its first draft and shall be finalized within the next months. Furthermore, 

funds shall be recruited in order to evaluate the effects of implementing these 

recommendations into clinical practice in various resource-poor settings. 

 

2.2. First issue Intensive Care Basics periodical 

The first article entitled “Clinical Evaluation of the Cardiovascular System” has been 

completed and will soon appear on the working group’s webpage. Further articles on the 

clinical evaluation of the pulmonary system, central nervous system, abdomen, the trauma 

patient, the critically ill obstetric patient, the critically ill patient with suspected infection, 

the critically ill patient with poisoning and the critically ill child are planned to follow during 

the course of the year.  

 

2.3. Telemedical counseling 

The first telemedical counseling has taken place in January 2011. It was established through 

a provisional Skype account (esicm.icu.telemedicine) and occurred between Salzburg, 

Austria and Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. The account can be used by all working group members 

interested to conduct medical counseling for any partner intensive care unit in resource-

poor settings. Steps to further improve the working group’s telemedical counseling service 

are taken by Hans Michael Betsch. 

 

2.4. Establishment of an email database 

The plan to establish an email database which facilitates contact between intensivists from 

Western countries and intensivists from resource-poor settings has not been completed so 

far. The working group will approach the ESICM IT technician to help with creation of this 

database. After establishment of the latter the ESICM community shall be informed about its 

availability and the possibility to establish contact with intensivists from resource-poor 
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settings. In the meantime, all working group members are encouraged to collect contact 

details of intensivists from resource poor settings who are willing to cooperate with 

intensivists from Europe or North America or wish to receive educational resources released 

by the Global Intensive Care working group. 

 

3. Future Projects and Steps 

Following completion of the “Recommendations on Sepsis Management in Resource-Poor 

settings” project, the working group agreed to focus on the following tasks: 

 

• Establishment of a basic critical care training course for resource-poor settings: This 

project has already been initiated by Marcus Schultz and Arjen Dondorp. Following the 

current pilot phase a comprehensive training course for intensivists in resource-poor 

settings shall be established and endorsed by the working group. 

 

• Release of a pocket guide for critical care in resource-poor settings: This project shall be 

based on an existing pocket guide written by Tim Baker. Plans are to refine the guide and 

introduce further relevant topics. 

 

• Organization of One Thematic Session during the annual ESICM Congress: The working 

group strives to contribute to the annual ESICM congress by offering talks on topics 

relevant to the field of intensive care medicine in resource-poor settings. 

 

4. Endorsement of the “Muhimbili-Karolinska Collaboration” 

The working group endorsed the “Muhimbili-Karolinska Anaesthesia & Intensive Care 

Collaboration – Anaesthesia, Intensive Care & Resuscitation for Mothers and Children” 

project which is led by Tim Baker and aims to reduce maternal, neonatal and child mortality 

rates at Muhimbili Hospital and more generally in Tanzania through improving resuscitation, 

emergency care, critical care and anaesthesia. 

 

9. Next meeting 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the ESICM Lives congress in Berlin in 

October, 2011. We are looking forward to meeting you there! 

 


