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Minutes of the Global Intensive Care working group meeting 

The Square Building, Brussels, March 15, 2016, 16:00-18:00 

 

 

1. General Issues 

The meeting was opened and all participants warmly welcomed by Mervyn Mer. No objections were 

raised to the protocol of the last working group meeting in Berlin. 

 

2. Brief feedback on sepsis recommendations 

In the absence of Marcus Schultz, Mervyn Mer gave an update on the well-proceeding project to 

publish eight “What’s New in Intensive Care Medicine” articles including expert consensus 

recommendations on sepsis care in resource-limited settings in our society’s journal. These 

publications will be available as open access publications. Translation in other languages shall be 

facilitated. Two articles have so far been published, one is under revision, other ones are close to be 

endorsed by the society and then submitted. Thanks to all who are involved in this ambitious project 

for their work and great contributions! 

 

3. Official Global Intensive Care working group training program for ICU services in resource-

limited settings 

Mervyn Mer and Martin Dünser introduced a preliminary but fascinating idea on the implementation 

of an official Global Intensive Care working group training program for ICU services in resource-

limited settings. Based on what several members of the working group have already done and shown 

effectiveness, in particular the group by Marcus Schultz and Arjen Dondorp, repeated on-site 

structured training courses by ICU physician- and nurse-teams from Europe over a 2-3 years period 

could help develop ICU services in regions interested in building up their ICU capacity. The idea was 

discussed lively with several highly constructive and critical comments pointing out options for 

improvement and potential challenges. The participants appreciated the value of education and 

bedside training to improve critical care services in resource-limited settings.  

 

4. Research Overview  

Several study projects (African obstetric ICU study, ICU epidemiology and outcome study Uganda, 

critical illness epidemiology and outcome study Mongolia, ICU capacity Mongolia study, sepsis 

project Surviving Sepsis Campaign Rwanda) and their current status were briefly introduced by 

Mervyn Mer. As a member of the CERTAIN (Checklist for Early Recognition and Treatment of Acute 
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Illness and iNjury), Srdjan Gavrlovic gave an update on the CERTAIN multicenter study project led by 

Marija Vukova and Ognjen Gajic. CERTAIN has developed to a true global initiative with study centers 

on almost all continents. Bedside use of the CERTAIN tools is steadily increasing. Similarly, patient 

data collection is going well ahead and has exceed 1,000 patients last November 2015. You can find 

more information on the CERTAIN webpage at www.icertain.org. In addition, the pediatric CERTAIN 

project has been launched successfully, too! Congratulations to the CERTAIN team for their valuable 

work and good luck for the future studies! 

 

5. Discussion of current status of the www.globalintensivecare.org webpage 

In the absence of Kobus Preller, Mervyn updated the group on the current status of the 

www.globalintensivecare.org webpage. Kobus and his team (special thanks to Nikolas Stylianides and 

Georgia Christodoulou) have excellently resolved latest problems with running the webpage. It is a 

highly useful educational tool and absolutely worthwhile to get connected to! Please register! Given 

that the webpage was hacked the last time, a short authorization process is required. Kobus and his 

team is also looking for volunteer authorizers. If you are interested in assisting in this function or 

even working as a webmaster or editor of this great online resource, please contact Kobus at 

Kobus@preller.me.uk. Check the webpage out, comment on it and importantly spread it to 

colleagues in resource-limited settings! Congratulations and once again thanks to Kobus and his 

team! 

 

6. Next meeting 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the upcoming ESICM congress in Milan/Italy in 

October 2016. We are looking forward to meeting you there! 
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