
Minutes of the meeting of the Section on Ethics during the annual ESICM 

Congress, Berlin, October 6, 2015 

 

Participants 

Victoria Metaxa (UK),  Diederik van Dijk (NL), Barbara Tamowicz (PL), Hanne Irene Jensen (DK),  

Christiane Hartog (D), Laszlo Zubek (HUN),  Bara Ricou (CH),  Julie Benbenisthy (ISR), Jos Latour (UK), 

Eva Schmidtke (D), Bob Truog (USA), George Mixides (UK), Stephan Jakob (CH), Ivo Soliman (NL), 

Helen Laycock (UK), Sonja Fruhwald (A), Katrin Schmidt (D), Giovanni Landon (IT), Maite Garraouste-

Orgeas (F), Matty Koopmans (NL), Ruth Piers (B), Dominique Benoit (B), Haiying Wu (CHN),  Douglas 

White (USA), Jared Randall Curtis (USA), Piotr Szawarski (UK), Thierry Fumeaux (CH), Cynthia 

Iradukunda (RWA), Johan Malmgren (S), Onnen Mörer (D), Ranveig Lind(N), Thomas Bein (D), Rik 

Gerritsen (NL), Andrej Michalsen (D) 

 

Agenda 

1. Meeting opened at 07:35 hrs. and welcome by Michalsen. We got a big room. Nice to see so many 

early birds.  

2. Minutes of the section meeting in Brussels, March 17, 2015, approved without change. 

3. Current Research projects 

A ETHICUS II: presented by Andrej Michalsen (as Charly Sprung was not able to attend). 

Goals and protocol of the study see minutes from the section meeting in Brussels. Eight 

countries active, 120 patients enrolled, other countries to start November 1st or later. Quality 

assurance measures under way. Major difficulty at some study sites: getting IRB-approval. 

 B DISPROPRICUS: presented by Dominique Benoit. Now entered phase four, complete 

data on 85% of the patients. 30742 perceptions of 3622 patients. White draws attention to 

the SCCM statement on inappropriate care – implementation requiring consensus within 

each health care team, though. 

C euroQ2: presented by Hanne Irene Jensen, referring to presentation about euroQ2 

during the congress. The qualitative phase has finished with 1078 questionnaires filled in. 

First paper published in JCC. Rik updates about European pilot. Germany and Spain are 

active. Norway will start in January. Input from pilot will result in protocol for full European 

phase, planned to start summer 2016. Rik will lead this project. Investigators that are willing 

to participate are asked to contact Rik by email (rtgerritsen@znb.nl) 

D PAINT presentation by Helen Laycock on behalf of Francesca Rubulotta. Halve the 

patients in British ICUs surveyed suffer from pain at rest and only 35% of doctors make 

remarks in chart about pain. Subsequently, a better pain assessment by ICU-doctors appears 

imperative. Truog: this might better be a medical outcome process. Pain assessment is a very 

culturally dependent parameter. It will be difficult to assess differences. Christiane: in Jena 

there is a person specialized in pain assessment and culture. If you frame pain more as 

suffering it is definitively an ethical subject. The slides of Helen will be available for the 

section.  – Study endorsed by the section. 



E Other projects:  none mentioned 

4. Big Theme 

After Michalsen’s call, a lot of suggestions and reactions were received by e-mail. Current 

drafts have been send out within the steering group. Section will be getting regular status 

updates.  

5. News from the research committee meeting and the council meeting 

The research committee announced a new grant to support research that fills the gaps in 

knowledge with regards to treatment guidelines. Deadline 31th October 2015. The ESICM 

trials group will be chaired by the chair of the research committee and manned by four 

members of that committee and 5 members appointed by the trials group. The chair of ETH 

and the editor of ICM are both members ex officio. 

Council meeting: ESICM has currently approximately 8000 members. Renewal of membership 

is a problem. Finances stable. The congress is less profitable than in the past. EDIC and 

professional development programs are profitable. The “stables” (adjunct to the main office 

building in Brussels) will be refurbished and will then serve to host meetings / seminars etc. 

6.  There will be an election for a new chair and deputy chair of the ethics section in 2016. 

7.  Annual ESICM congress Berlin 2015: 

The ETH section is well represented within the congress, including the interactive debates 

(new format) and approx. 30 lectures, Including the ones from joint sessions, NEXT and CCRC. 

Christiane complements the section on the very good program this year. Participants 

applaud. 

8. Annual ESICM congress Milan 2016 - proposals 

Several propositions were discussed. Further program suggestions for Milan 2016 to 

Michalsen by mail before end of October. 

9. Next meeting of the ethics section: during the next ISICEM in Brussels on 15th March 2016. 

10. Meeting convened at 09:40 hrs. by Andrej Michalsen. 

 

 

December 2015 

Rik Gerritsen / Andrej Michalsen 


