
Minutes of the meeting of the ESICM Ethics Section during the ESICM annual 
congress in Barcelona, 1 October 2014 

 

Participants 

Charles Sprung IS, Armand Girbes NL, Bob Truog USA, Hanne Irene Jensen DK, 
Carole Boulanger UK, Maureen Ben-Nun IS, Dominique Benoit B, Laszlo Zubek 
HUN, Christiane Hartog D, Julie Benbenisthy IS, Bara Ricou CH, Paulo Maia PT, Jos 
Latour UK, Hans Henrik Bülow DK, Freda DeKeyser Ganz IS, Victoria Metaxa UK, 
Francesca Rubulotta UK, Johan Appelqvist Malmgren S, Diederik van Dijk NL, Sonja 
Fruhwald A, Barbara Friesenecker A, Shivakumar Iyer IND, Hanny Trachsel CH, 
Myriam Seha CH, Geoff Dobb AUS, Barbara Tamowicz PL, Adam Mikstacki PL, 
Linda DeStefano USA, Mireia Llorado E, Neia Mas Bilbao E, Orsolya Miskola IRL, 
Colin MacArthur AUS, Margo van Mol NL, Erwin Kompanje NL, Rik Gerritsen (dpt) 
NL, Andrej Michalsen (ch) D 

 

1. Andrej Michalsen opened the meeting at 07:30 hrs. 
 
2. The minutes of the section meeting in Brussels in March 2014 were accepted 
without change. 
 
3. Current research projects. 

 

A  WELPICUS, presented by Charlie Sprung: finally e-published. [Published 
after the congress, Sprung CL, Truog RD, Curtis JR et al. Am J Resp Crit Care 
Med 2014; 190:855-866.] 

B  Ethicus II, presented by Charlie Sprung: worldwide participation, including 
28 of the 37 original centers of ETHICUS participate. Charlie gives latest 
information about study details, questionnaires, and proceedings. For more 
information, please contact Charlie at charless@ekmd.huji.ac.il  

C  DISPROPRICUS, presented by Dominique Benoit. Main data acquisition 
terminated, quality of life data for survivors to be received by July 2015; 
primary analyses have been done, however no data publicly available; for 
more information contact Dominique at 

D  EuroQ2, presented by Hanne Jensen and Rik Gerritsen: brief overview; 
further on a suggestion by Jean Daniel Chiche, the feasibility of an early 
Europe-wide project is discussed. The section supports starting a pilot in three 
European countries, led by Rik Gerritsen, with Spain, Germany and Israel 
participating. 

dominique.benoit@ugent.be 

E  Other projects: Julie reports plans of the NAHP Section to start a 
observational study about maximal doses of vasopressors and end of life care. 
- Johan Malmgren talks about a project in Sweden where he is developing a 

mailto:charless@ekmd.huji.ac.il�


tool to measure post-ICU quality of life. -- The section is very interested as to 
both projects and awaits further information. 

 
4. Major project of the Section: the “Big Theme”  
Further to the discussions at the last two section meetings and further to many 
suggestions of section members, it was decided that the “Big Theme” should be 
focussing on COMMUNICATION with the goal to produce a statement on the final 
topic within one year. 
 
Two somewhat different topics were presented: 

1. Statement on practical approaches to successful shared decision-makin 
regarding value-laden health care decisions in a muti-national context 

2. Statement on successful high-quality interdisciplinary team communication 
and decision-making in the ICU. 

 
After a fruitful discussion on the contents, the goals and the feasibility as well as on 
ongoing other research and publication activities in the ethics realm – namely by 
Charlie Sprung, Bob Truog, Julie Benbenisthy, Christiane Hartog, Jos Latour, Hanne 
Jensen, Bara Ricou, and Johan Malmgren– it was decided that topic 2 should be 
chosen, albeit with adaptation of the title. 
 
Andrej Michalsen will be the chair of a steering committee to be formed for the 
project. Participants are invited to send further suggestions to him soon. 
 
5. News from the Society 
At the General Assembly (September 30th, 2014), the statutes were amended as 
presented beforehand. Daniel DeBacker followed Jean-Daniel Chiche as the 
president of the society, Massimo Antonelli is the new president-elect. – The Society 
is growing as to members, attendents at the yearly congresses and revenue. 

6. New from the Research Committee 
The research committee is disappointed about their role. Charlie Sprung stresses the 
importance of our section in particular: it is one of its tasks, set out by the EC, to 
guard the ethical aspects of any trial or research endorsed by the ESICM. 

7. Annual Congress Barcelona 2014  
Andrej Michalsen summarized that the section was well represented at the congress, 
both in terms of sessions and in terms of personal commitments. The attendance at 
the section’s sessions varied throughout the congress. It was appreciated that the 
Chair of the DSA allotted an oral poster presentation session to the section from the 
beginning. – As there had been some trouble with late refusals of commitments in 
several sections, it was asked that those attending the congress as speakers or 
chairpersons should commit to the whole duration of the congress if ever possible. 
  
8. Annual Congress 2015 Berlin 
As explained several times before (see minutes from past annual congresses), it is 
important to make sound suggestions to the congress committee by the end of 
October for next year’s meeting. The Ethics Section will most likely be given four or 
five sessions at the start – alike every other section; all further sessions need to be 



agreed upon by the congress committee. Since every speaker must (at least) have 
two commitments, the number of speakers for the sessions of the section is and will 
remain limited. 
 
As time was allotted to discuss the “Big Theme” (see above), the programme of the 
Berlin Congress 2015 was not discussed in detail. All participants were asked to send 
suggestions for it to the chair in a very timely manner. 
 
9. Further issues of interest 
This year, two PGA courses had to be cancelled due to lack of participation. Whether 
our section would apply for a PG course on ethics in 2015 has not been decided yet 
and will be discussed with the Chair of the DSA. 
 
10. The next section meeting will be held in Brussels during the ISICEM on March 
17th 2015. 
 
11. Andrej Michalsen convened the meeting at 09:40 hrs. 
 
October 2014  
Rik Gerritsen / Andrej Michalsen 


