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Minutes of the Global Intensive Care working group meeting 

The Square, Brussels, March 18, 2014 

 

Participants:   7 working group members 

         

Meeting duration:  16:00-18:00  

 

1. Congress Program ESICM LIVES Congress 2014 

During the upcoming ESICM LIVES congress in Barcelona our working group is scheduled to 

run a 120 minutes thematic session which will focus on showing up differences in critical 

care practice between high- and low-income countries. The idea is to invite renowned 

speakers from Europe to talk about the management of septic shock, ARDS and traumatic 

brain injury in their ICU. Each of their talk shall be followed by a talk on the same topic given 

by an intensivist from a low-income country pronouncing differences in their ICU practice. 

 

2. Update on the working group’s current projects 

2.1. Survey on Perceptions how to Improve Critical Care Services in Resource-Limited Areas 

Rashan Haniffa and Luciano Cesar Pontes de Azevedo have done a great job in finalizing the 

survey tool. The next step is to submit the survey for endorsement by the ECCRN. 

Simultaneously, we are asking all working group members to send email contacts from ICU 

workers practicing in resource-limited areas to Martin Dünser (Martin.Duenser@i-med.ac.at) 

in order to reach as many ICU workers from resource-limited countries for this survey as 

possible. 

 

2.2. The iCERTAIN project 

Ogie Gajic presented the current status of the internet-based Checklist for Early Recognition 

and Treatment of Acute Illness (iCERTAIN) project which was launched by his research team 

in collaboration with other societies and our working group. Since our last meeting in Paris 

the team around Ogie and Marcus Schultz has made major progress. As of now, 22 sites are 

registered with the iCERTAIN group. In seven centers data acquisition has started in the form 

of a prospective observational analysis. Parts of these data should help to get data on the 

efficacy of the tool. In addition it should provide information on the influence of iCERTAIN on 
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the clinical management and patient care allowing for a before-after comparison. In 

addition, an online education program has started aiming to train local trainers in each 

center on the use and skills of the iCERTAIN tools. In parallel, the peer-review process of the 

cards used by the iCERTAIN program is progressing well and has so far been greatly 

supported by members of our working group, ATS, the Mayo clinic and others. We wish the 

iCERTAIN team ongoing success with their ambitious and fascinating project! 

 

2.4. Making Intensive Care Journals and other online educational resources freely available to 

Resource-Limited Areas through HINARI 

Kobus Peller leads a great project aiming to make intensive care journals as well as other 

online educational resources freely available to middle- and low-income countries through 

the WHO HINARI program. The American Thoracic Society, the Society of Critical Care 

Medicine, the American College of Chest Physicians, the French Critical Care Society, the 

International Journal of Intensive Care, Crit-IQ and Crit-Nurse, Usabcd, Bronchoscopy 

International, Winfocus and UptoDate have all been approached to join HINARI and/or make 

(parts of) their online educational material freely available to health care workers in 

resource-limited areas. Positive responses have already been received by the journal of the 

World Federation of Critical Care Nurses (through Ruth Kleinpell) and the Journal of the 

Intensive Care Society. Good luck and further success to Kobus on this wonderful initiative! 

 

2.5. ESICM/SCCM Joint Initiative to Improve Sepsis Management in Resource-limited Settings 

Martin Dünser gave a short update on the current status of the joint initiative of the ESICM 

and SCCM to improve sepsis management in resource-limited settings. In January 2014, the 

action plan to carry this project further has been jointly approved by the Executive 

Committees of the ESICM and SCCM in San Francisco. During 2014, completion of the three 

main tools of the program (environmental scan tool, educational program, sepsis first aid kit) 

is scheduled. In parallel, funding is searched for field pilot testing in 2015. 

 

3. Future Projects: 

Two projects have been discussed which are planned to be approached by the working 

group in the near future. The first one is the establishment of a database on the working 

group’s dedicated ESICM webpage which allows setting up contacts between interested ICU 
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workers from Europe and ICU workers from resource-limited areas. This should foster 

intellectual and physical cooperation between ICU workers from high- and low-income 

countries. 

Since the working group has repeatedly been asked to assist in the establishment of national 

postgraduate critical care training programs, the decision was made to work on a concept 

which allows us to assist intensivists from countries where basic intensive care services have 

already been established to start running a structured postgraduate critical care training 

program and by that building the specialty of intensive care medicine in these countries.  

 

4. Next meeting 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the ESICM LIVES congress in 

Barcelona/Spain during September 27 until October 1, 2014. We are looking forward to 

meeting you there! 


