
Minutes of the meeting of the ESICM Ethics Section during the ESICM annual 

congress in Paris, 9 October 2013 

 

Participants 

Andrej Michalsen (ch) D, Rik Gerritsen (dpt) NL, Jozef Keseciolglu NL, Hanne Irene 
Jensen DK, Ruth Endacott UK, Melissa Bloomer AUS, Ranveig Lind N, Maureen 
Ben-Nun IS, Charles Sprung IS, Erwin Kompanje NL, Dominique Benoit B, Laszlo 
Zubek HUN, Christiane Hartog D, Julie Benbenisthy IS, Armand Girbes NL, Bara 
Ricou CH, Paulo Maia PT, Myriam Seha CH, Bob Truog USA, Colin Ferguson UK, 
Kathleen Puntillo USA, Barbara Tamowicz PL, Adam Mikstacki PL, Marcio Soares 
BR, Serafeim Nagas GK, Victoria Metaxa UK, Francesca Rubulotta UK 

 

1. Jozef Kesecioglu opened the meeting at 07:30 hrs. 
 
2. The minutes of the section meeting in Brussels in March 2013 were accepted 
without change. 
 
3. Collaboration with ATS on end-of-life care. 
A joined statement of ESICM, SCCM and ATS is supposed to be published in 
January 2014. This will not be an algorithm, rather a position paper. 
 
4. Annual ESICM Congress in Paris 
The present congress was discussed; Jozef Kesecioglu pointed out that the Ethics 
Section was again well represented with regards to sessions and speakers, including 
an oral poster presentation session. 
 
Jozef Kesecioglu then handed the chair over to Andrej Michalsen, who thanked Jozef 
for all his work for the section with a small present, wishing him well for his coming 
challenging task within the Society. 
 
6. Research projects [handled before topic 5] 
WELPICUS: Update by Charlie Sprung; second draft manuscript is out.  
ETHICUS II: Brief presentation, again by Charlie Sprung, regarding a follow-up study 
of ETHICUS, perhaps worldwide and together with ATS, SCCM, ACCP, and with 
strong representation of the Ethics Section. 
APPROPRICUS: Update by Dominique Benoit; second manuscript is ready for 
review by the authors.  
DISPROPORTICUS: Update, again by Dominique Benoit; the questionnaires are 
about to be finalized, a pilot will be running in Ghent. Details were discussed in a 
study meeting on October 8; those interested should contact Dominique Benoit. 
EUROQ2: presented by Rik Gerritsen and Hanne Irene Jensen; a European 
questionnaire on perceived quality of ICU care, consisting of three parts, that can be 
used for both families of discharged patients and families of patients that died in ICU. 
The questionnaire is about to enter a qualitative phase with a pilot in the Netherlands 
and Denmark; thereafter, a larger validation is planned. Those interested should 
contact Rik Gerritsen or Hanne Irene Jensen. 



EUROPAIN: Update by Karin Puntillo, manuscript submitted to Am J Resp Crit Care 
Med. 
Julie Benbenisthy proposed a project to study the “maximum therapy” with 
vasopressors, both from a pharmacological-medical and an ethical-behavioural 
perspective. Those interested should contact her. 
Charlie Sprung briefly described an Israelian educative project regarding 
communication training of ICU personnel, which, if successfully carried out, could be 
implemented elsewhere. 
Armand Girbes mentioned a potential project, “The influence of euthanasia laws on 
family attitude towards end-of-life care”; those interested should contact him. 
 
5. Annual Congress Barcelona 2014 – programme [handled after topic 6] 
Several participants re-iterated that it was and is important to maintain an 
independent “Section on Ethics” within the Society. Although ethical topics play an 
important role in every section and their main scientific interests, the Section on 
Ethics combines knowledge about ethics with experience in critical care medicine in a 
pronounced manner. Hence there is expertise to discuss ethical topics 
comprehensively and help identify and clarify ethical issues. 
  
With this in mind, topics for the sessions of the Ethics Section at the annual ESICM 
Congress 2014 in Barcelona were already extensively discussed amongst the 
participants of the meeting, mainly regarding (shared) decision-making in different 
circumstances, family-centered ICU-care, new laws affecting intensive care, violence 
and dignity in the ICU, caring for the caregivers, organ donation, communication 
skills, conveying information to the patients and their families.  
  
Andrej Michalsen explained that due to the process of building the congress 
programs (see minutes from past annual congresses), it is important to make sound 
suggestions to the congress committee by the end of October. The Ethics Section will 
most likely be given four or five sessions at the start – alike every other section; 
everything above needs to be agreed upon by the congress committee. Therefore, 
good relations and co-operation with other sections – which all section members can 
foster – remains of importance, especially in order to agree on joint sessions. Since 
every speaker must (at least) have two commitments, the number of speakers for the 
sessions of the section is and will remain limited. 
 
Participants will be informed of a draft of the section suggestions to the congress 
committee and invited to send comments and further ideas. The final decision as to 
sessions and speakers rests with the congress committee and ultimately with the 
president of the Society. 
 
7. Working groups 
The section discussed whether and when implementing working groups would be of 
importance. A working group is a small task force of section members put together 
for a specific (research) task and usually aiming to produce a statement or a position 
paper. At the moment, the section does not have any working group. However, the 
participants of the section meeting were open to form one in principal, once the 
necessity would be seen. 
 
8. Essentials from the research committee  



The topic was skipped for time reasons. [Written posterior information from Rik 
Gerritsen: The research committee mainly discussed grants – how they were given, 
used and followed-up on].  
 
9. Further issues of interest 
a. Andrej Michalsen reminded participants of the ongoing trials, IC-GLOSSARI, 
LUNG-SAFE and IMPRESS; further information is available through the Society.   
b. He also made an appeal to send in more poster abstracts regarding ethical issues 
/ studies for the 2014 ESICM Congress, otherwise the section might not get a slot for 
oral poster presentations. 
c. Christiane Hartog suggested that  “great themes” should be agreed upon, that the 
section wishes to discuss and move forward in the near future. Participants agreed in 
general. A few potential themes were already mentioned: goals of intensive care, 
communication or violence in the ICU. Section members will be asked for comments.  
d. It was suggested to organize a one-day post graduate course in ethics at the next 
annual congress, perhaps together with other sections and perhaps on breaking bad 
news, difficult conversations in medicine or practices of end-of-life care. Again, 
section members will be asked for comments and suggestions, both regarding format 
and contents. 
e. The next section meeting will be held in Brussels during the ISICEM in March 
2014. 
 
10. Andrej Michalsen convened the meeting at 09:30 hrs. 
 
November 2013  
Rik Gerritsen 


