
 
 

 
ESICM Nursing and Allied Health Professionals Open Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
 

7th October 2013 
07.30 – 09.30 

 
Chair: Christina Jones (UK) 
 
Present 
  
Christina Jones, Stijn Blot (In-coming chair), Jocelyn Michman, Kathleen Puntillo, 
Barbara McLean, Julie Benbenishty, Madeleine Bruttin, Jos Latour, Silvia 
Calvino-Günther, Deborah Dawson, Chris Ryan, Myriam Seha, Hanny Trachsel, 
Maureen Ben-Nun, Carole Boulanger, Katerina Iliopoulos, Elsa Afonso, Jolie 
Slagter, Andreas Hühne, Mandy McCairn, Koen Vanhonsebrouck 
 
Apologies 
 
Sonia Labeau 
 
1. Report from Executive committee - Christina 
 
Communication by e-mail with nursing & AHP has been very difficult as the 
present membership categories allows a N&AHP to be a full member, not use an 
associate member. Identifying N&AHP members will hopefully be easier with 
next years’ membership renewal as there will be a question to identify the 
profession of returning members. At present it is not clear how many ESICM 
N&AHP members there are or to e-mail them as a separate group. 
 
There will be a new membership category allowing tenured doctors from a 
particular department to join as a group with a discounted price and other 
benefits. At the present this does not apply to N&AHP members however all 
attendees felt that this Departmental membership would be a significant incentive 
for non-doctors to join the society.  



 
2. Report from Research Committee - Katerina 
 
Katerina reported that she had been asked to review a number of studies in her 
role as N&AHP representative and found the meetings allowed her to have a 
better grasp of what studies are going on and whether they would be of interest 
to N&AHP members. Christina informed the group that Julie would be taking over 
from Katerina. Julie mentioned that many nurses in Israel were PI for ESICM 
studies. She is planning a study, to be done jointly with the Ethics Section, to 
investigate what are the therapeutic doses of noradrenaline and adrenaline and 
when to add extra drugs. This is being driven by the fact that in each ICU the 
maximum dose at which palliation will be considered is set at different levels. 
Julie reported that she has already done the pilot in Israel and would like to 
extend this internationally.    
 
3. Report from the Congress Committee -Stijn      

Stijn reported that the N&AHP oriented content in the Congress book was not 
complete and there were sessions, such as the one on delirium that would be of 
interested to N&AHPs but had not been mentioned. He also reported that at 
times it was difficult to get nurse/AHP speakers into combined sessions and 
doctors were sometimes giving talks that would be more appropriately given by 
nurses. However this is becoming easier and the new Congress Committee 
seem to be very open to this. 
 
N&AHP Abstracts at the ESICM Congress 2013 
There were more N&AHP abstracts submitted this year at 46, nearly all of which 
being accepted. This led to two poster corner and one oral session dedicated for 
N&AHP work. Stijn did point out that some nurses and physiotherapists submit 
their abstracts under other sections, as he himself has done in the past under 
infection. He encouraged all the group to submit under nursing to bolster 
numbers as some abstracts might be moved anyway to be presented within 
sessions on the same topic (e.g. management of mechanical ventilation).  
 
Stijn proposed a PG course, “An Advanced Critical CareNursing Course” similar 
to the one already existing for MDs with an accent on advanced level essentials 
in intensive care nursing. Barbara suggested that this could be done with the 
TAHI working group and equipment manufacturers to allow on-site training. 
 
Christina asked for proposals for the next Annual Congress in 2014 to be sent to 
Carole who is taking over as the N&AHP representative on the Congress 
Committee. 
 
4. INACTIC – Christina   
 



Christina reported on the progress on the INACTIC project to develop Advanced 
Nursing Competencies. Christina reported that ESICM has now agreed to fund a 
pilot study looking at what describes an ICU nurse in different EU countries, what 
training is offered and if there are national competencies. This would then inform 
a funding application into Leonardo Da Vinci European funding stream at the end 
of January 2015.   
 
5. N&AHP representation on sections and working groups  
 
Barbara reported that Technology is no longer a section but now a working group 
and she will continue to be involved in the group discussions.  
 
 
 
6. Elsevier Intensive and Critical Care Nursing Award2013 - Deborah 
 
Deborah confirmed that Elsevier will continue to fund this award. ESICM funded 
a second one and this was awarded through the Congress Committee. Deborah 
felt that the same scoring process should be used for both so that there was 
equal recognition. There were applicants for the Elsevier award this year and 
Mandy McCairn has won the award. 
 
Deborah also mentioned a “meet the expert” session for the Congress which 
Elsevier funded a few years ago, which was very well received. She is happy to 
look at funding a similar session for the 2014 Congress.  
 
7. Vision for the future – Stijn 
 
Stijn encouraged all the group to join the ESICM Linkedin group. He would also 
like to use the N&AHP web page much more with a monthly précis of relevant 
papers and the N&AHP programme for the next Congress. He would like to look 
at dual membership for N&AHP members, similar to that already available for 
many of the doctors’ societies. He posed the question “How do we attract 
bedside nurses to join the society?” Probably the better goal is to target nurses 
with or aiming for an advanced level in ICU nursing. 
 
Stijn would also like more N&AHP abstracts to be submitted to increase the 
poster and oral sessions devoted to issues that will attract more N&AHP 
attendees.  
 
Stijn also envisaged having a nursing topic for a metanalysis for publication in 
Intensive Care Medicine.   
 
Date and Time of next meeting 
 



The next N&AHP committee meeting will be at the Brussels meeting March 2014, 
date and time to be confirmed. 


