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Minutes of the Global Intensive Care working group meeting 

Conference Center, Lisbon, October 16, 2012 

 

Participants: Marcus Schultz 

Jose Luis Garcia 

Luciano Azevedo 

Guillaume Thiery 

Arthur Kwizera 

Kobus Preller 

Ognjen Gajic 

Rashan Haniffa 

    Timothy Stephens 

Vincent Ioos 

Charles Gomersall (via Skype) 

Rob Fowler (via Skype) 

Neill Adhikari (via Skype) 

Martin Dünser (chair and protocol) 

     

Meeting duration:  16:00-18:15  

 

Proceedings: 

1. General Issues 

The working group is growing continuously. Since our last meeting in Brussels in March 2012, 

six new ESICM members have joined the group. A warm welcome! 

 

2. Update on the working group’s current projects 

2.1. Recommendations on Sepsis Management in Resource-Poor Settings 

The response to the published recommendations of the working group was good, both 

within the society and internationally. The recommendations were presented by Rashan 

Haniffa during the Lisbon ESICM LIVES conference. As a next step the ESICM, together with 

the SCCM, will jointly organize a round table discussion on sepsis management in developing 
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and emerging healthcare systems during the upcoming SCCM meeting in San Juan/Puerto 

Rico in January 2013. 

 

2.2. Intensive Care Basics – Educational Articles 

Three articles of the series “Intensive Care Basics: Clinical Evaluation” have been published 

on the working group’s webpage. Further articles are awaiting completion by their authors.  

 

2.3. The Vital Nursing Card of the Critically Ill Patient in Resource-Limited Settings 

Timothy Stevens presented the recently finished project led by him to develop a Vital 

Nursing Card. This card gives a concise and nicely illustrated overview of the most relevant 

aspects of critical care for nurses. Particular stress has been given to the recognition of 

abnormal and danger signs as well as the initial management in case of emergencies. A copy 

of the card is sent out with this email. Distribution will mainly occur through the members of 

the working group who are all encouraged to transmit the Vital Nursing Card to their 

colleagues and friends in the world. So far, the Vital Nursing Card has been introduced as the 

basis for a specialized training program in intensive care for nurses in Uganda. This project 

has been led by Dr. Arthur Kwizera. In addition, the vital sign parameter card together with 

task shift standardized treatments will be tested in a before-and-after interventional study 

by the group around Tim Baker in Tanzania. The working group members agreed that 

proposal for this study shall be submitted to the ESICM Research Committee through the 

working group for ECCRN endorsement. 

 

2.4. iCERTAIN 

Ogie Gajic from the Mayo Clinic leads the ambitious and interesting iCERTAIN (checklist for 

early recognition and treatment of acute illness) project. He gave an update on the good 

progress of his group’s work. A cutting-edge interface has been designed and realized with 

assistance of IT-specialists as well as psychologists. The interface will be usable in the acute 

setting (primary and secondary assessment of the critically ill patient) and the ward round. 

While the interface will guide the clinician/ICU worker through the managing process of a 

critically ill patient, the content of the program can be modified to locally available 

resources. This makes the interface usable in different kind of settings. The first clinical steps 

will be taken in a pilot ICU in Sremska Kamenica/Serbia in the beginning of 2013. Further 

centers, currently 11, are planned to follow stepwise during 2013/2014. All ICUs interested 
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to participate in this ambitious project are welcome to contact Prof. Ogie Gajic directly 

(Gajic.Ognjen@mayo.edu). 

 

3. Adoption of the BASIC DHS course to resource-poor settings 

Following our last meeting in Brussels, a lot of work has been put into the establishment of a 

systematic educational course for intensive care workers in resource-poor settings by 

Charles Gomersall and representatives of Medecines sans Frontiers (Vincent Ioos). The 

course targets ICU workers primarily operating in ICUs with limited access to drugs and 

diagnostic procedures such as laboratory or radiological examinations as well as no access to 

mechanical ventilation. A first pilot course was run successfully by MSF in Haiti this summer. 

All interested working group members are welcome to review the recently finalized BASIC 

DHS course book whose final version is designated to be endorsed by our working group. 

The next course is scheduled to take place in Pakistan during January 2013. Further 

modifications are planned to occur as well as translation into French language. 

 

4. Brainstorming – Thematic session for the 2013 ESICM conference and future working 

group activities 

Finally, the group brainstormed and collected ideas on proposals for a possible thematic 

session during the ESICM LIVES congress in Paris, Oct 2013, as well as future working group 

activities. Among other ideas, Dr. Arthur Kwizera suggested cooperation between African 

anaesthesia/critical care specialists and members of the working group to edit an African 

Textbook of Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine. First organisational matters will be 

solved by Arthur Kwizera together with colleagues from several African universities. 

 

5. Next meeting 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the ISICEM congress in Brussels/Belgium 

during March 19-22, 2013. We are looking forward to meeting you there! 


