Minutes from the ARF section meeting March 10, 2010.
Attending Anders Larsson (chair); Luciano Gattinoni, Art Slutsky, Soren Amtoft, Marc Wysocki, Manu Malbrain.

1. Anders Larsson informed that the invitation had been sent out to all voting ARF members (about 270). The deputy could not attend because of important personal matters and about 15 other ARF members had sent back their excuses.

However, the low number of participants in the meeting is a sign of that the ARF section has important problems. The section has never during its existence had any common successful research or other activity, and it seems (by the number of members attending the present meeting) that the section members are minimally interested in the scientific program at the annual congress, despite this year we have been tried to get the members involved in the process to work out the ARF sessions.
Anders Larsson had previously discussed with Salvatore Maggiore who suggested that a survey has to be sent out to get information from the members on how to invigorate the section. It was decided that a survey will be sent out during the spring.

2. Luciano Gattinoni suggested that the leaders of the section would be more active and initiate small surveys, for example about use of different ventilatory modes etc. Marc Wysocki said the industry was very interested of such information. Luciano Gattinoni promised to elaborate on this and come back with more a specific proposal.
3. The preliminary ARF sessions at the Barcelona was presented. The ARF section had received 15 slots, but unfortunately the PG course was turned down by the Congress committee.  The PG course in Vienna got a very good evaluation but the number of paying participants was low (about 40) and therefore it was not an economic success.

4. The next ARF section will be at the Barcelona congress in October 2010. I ask all who want to be involved in the section to attend this meeting. This is particularly important since elections of new chair and deputy will occur in spring 2011. Neither the chair nor the deputy are allowed to stand for other period.
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