Minutes from the ARF section meeting March 25 2009-03-27
At the pen Anders Larsson.
1. The purpose with the section was discussed

a. Promote ARF within the ESICM

i. Arrange ARF sessions on the ESICM annual meetings
ii. Studies and surveys under the ARF section umbrella

1. No successful studies have until now been performed

2. Surveys will be easier to pursue  when the ERIC registry is functioning

3. ´Possible multicenter studies could preferably be facilitated via the ECCRN TG group, and not directly via the ARF section

a. Paolo Pelosi suggested that the minutes from the ECCRN was sent out the active members of ARF section 

2. The ARF sessions at the Vienna congress were presented..

a. The problem with the low attendance at ARF PG course in Lisbon was discussed. Antonio Artigas suggested that if the ESICM issued some sort of “certification” , for example, if we have a course on mechanical ventilation the delegates would receive an “ESICM certification of mechanical ventilation”, this would probably improve the attendance. It was agreed that this idea should be explored.
3. The Barcelona program was discussed.

The focus will be on the attendees and not the speakers; what would the ICU clinician want to hear about and what would the scientist want to hear and discuss?

Therefore it was suggested by Manu Malbrain that the sessions should be categorised as basic and advanced scientific and as basic and advanced clinical. Antonio Artigas pointed out that every thematic sessions should have “learning objectives” stated.

He also meant that the core topics for the ARF program should be defined a priori and he volunteered to help us with this matter. 
The different topics that were sent in were presented and the list of topics was modified. 

Manu Malbrain would propose a session of  “interaction between the lungs and abdomen” and the other participants in the ARF section meeting promised to send new session ideas to me. It was decided that the new topics list would be sent out during April to the ARF members so they could grade the topics (for example “should be included, okay or bad) and also suggest speakers. In the beginning of the fall an elaborated program proposal would be sent out in order to get the ARF members opinions and suggestions for, and at Vienna meeting it will be a further and final opportunity for the ARF member to influence the content and the choice of speakers. 
4. The revision of the PACT is starting.  The participants were asked to read the PACT modules about respiration (ARF, mechanical ventilation, airway management, and asthma and COPD) and send me  (LAASL@RN.DK) comments that will later be forwarded to the writers.

5. The meeting ended.

