Minutes of the Meeting of the Ethics Section at the 23rd Annual Congress of the European Society of Intensive Care Medicine in Barcelona, October 12, 2010
Participants: Elie Azoulay, Colin Ferguson, Charles Sprung, Julie Benbenishty, Jozef Kesecioglu, Randall Curtis, Bob Truog, Marcio Soares, Bara Ricou, Paolo Maia, Bob Winter, Francesca Rubulotta, Jos Latour, Freda DeKeyser, Maureen Ben-Nun, Moshe Hersch, Andrej Michalsen
Elie opened the meeting at 07:30, welcoming all participants and especially those joining the section meeting for the first time.
1. Berlin programme

The programme of the section for the next annual congress in Berlin was discussed at length, with most sessions and speakers having been found or at least asked. The congress committee will make further decision on the matter after their next meeting sometime in November.
2. Study I, “Multiresistant Bacteria and End of Life Decisions”
Presented by Charles Sprung, Israel – for details refer to the ppp attached
PI: Phillip Levin and Charles Sprung (Israel)
Main study question: Is there a relationship between the frequency of withdrawing life-sustaining therapy and the incidence of resistant bacteria in the North of Europe as compared with the South of Europe
The results of the retrospective study have recently been published: Levin PD, Sinmor AE, Moses AE, Sprung CL. End-of-life treatment and bacterial antibiotic resistance: a potential association. Chest 2010; 138:588-594.
Now a prospective study appears useful to investigate whether there truly is an association; furthermore it was felt that perhaps the incidence of resistant bacteria was a length of stay issue, and “withdrawal of treatment” was a substitute variable for that. Also, would we need to change our practice if indeed there was an association?
It was decided that as a first step a few centres would share their data with Phillip and Charles, mainly offered by Marcio, Elie, and perhaps others.
Those interested to share their data are asked to contact Phillip or Charles
What would the consequence be for the actual practice in intensive care – would people change their practice?
As a further step, perhaps a prevalence study will be conducted.
3. Study II, “Clinical Features and Outcomes of Lung Cancer Patients Admitted to ICUs in Latin America and Europe”
Presented by Marcio Soares, Brazil – for details refer to the ppp attached

PI: Marcio Soares and Mauro Zamboni (Brazil), Elie Azolay and Jean-Francois Timsit (France)

Marcio is looking for more centres in Latin America and Europe interested in participating; at least 10 adult patients per centre would need to be included
4. New members of the section
It was again discussed that it is important to “recruit” new section members, a “collection of young people”, in order to enhance the section’s knowledge and impetus. It would also be important to broaden the group of speakers at the congress. All section members are asked to “scout” and send names to Jozef or Andrej and/or to Guiseppe Citerio and Jean-Daniel Ciche.
5. ATS Document on Futility
The ATS asked the ethics section to participate in formulating a document on futility. Since Elie was the person asked to participate, Jozef will be in contact with him on that matter.
Elie and Colin convened the meeting at 09:30 after handing over to Jozef and Andrej for the coming three years.
Further Issues of Interest to the Section

· There will be a spring-meeting of the section next year in Brussels at the 31st International Symposium on Intensive Care and Emergency Medicine, March 22-25, 2011
· Eurotherm (Peter Andrews) and Europain (Kathleen Puntillo) are still including patients.

· The first ECCRN trial group meeting will be held in Nice, November 25-26. The programme has been sent to all members recently by e-mail.
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