Minutes of the Meeting of the Ethics Section at the ISICEM in Brussels, March 24th, 2011
Participants: Elie Azoulay, Colin Ferguson, Paulo Maia, Michael Pinsky, Herwig Gerlach, Jozef Kesecioglu, Andrej Michalsen
Jozef opened the meeting at 12:00 hrs.
1. Minutes of the Section Meeting in Barcelona
The minutes of the last meeting of our section in Barcelona were approved.
2. Berlin programme

The debate on the congress programme for Berlin (2011) seemed to not always have gone smoothly. Through Jozef’s efforts, however, our section has been able to be allotted a promising array of sessions – for details, please refer to the Society’s website.
3. Lisbon programme
A few preliminary thoughts and suggestions for the Lisbon programme (2012) were exchanged, namely 

· Do laws help or hinder as to ethical decisions?

· Are there general ethical principles or does anything go?

· Is there also a burden on the carer (on top of the burden of care)?

· Ethics of cost containment

· (New) Health care laws

· Moral fatigue

· Ethical dilemmata

Patient autonomy vs. the autonomy of the care taker

Claims of patients and families

Centralization of intensive care – is more better?

Donation of organs
Gratification crisis

Please think about these and other topics and get back to Jozef or Andrej!

4. Clinical Trial Group of the ECCRN
As already communicated by Jozef amongst the section members before the Brussels meeting, three studies by members of the Ethics section were discussed at the first meeting of the Trial Group of the ECCRN in November 2010. The FAMIREA study was briefly touched by Elie and will be presented in more detail in the future. The study on multiresistant bacteria and end of life decisions was described in the last minutes; the recruitment of patients has already started – please contact Charles Sprung or Phillip Levin for more information. The SAID study by Francesca Rubolotta was discussed at some length. Since Francesca was unable to attend the meeting, it was agreed upon that it might be best if she sent the latest version of her study protocol to those interested in co-operating.
5. Research Ethics Section
Section members are encouraged to take part in studies by investigators from the section, such as the Study by Charles Sprung and Phillip Levin, and of course to take part in studies endorsed by the Society, such as EUROPAIN or EUROTHERM. – As communicated on the webpage of our section, the first results of the APPROPRICUS study will be published later this year. 

6. Section membership

The number of the voting members of the section has somewhat decreased recently and is now at about 50. It was reiterated that it is important to “rejuvenate the blood of our section”. Therefore, all section members are asked to scout for new or hitherto disguised talents. 
As the attendance at the section meetings in Brussels has been somewhat low over the last years, it was suggested to have a scientific part at those meetings, perhaps a pro-con-debate. Please give us your feed-back regarding this issue.

Although it is common these days to include ethical considerations into many discussions and congress sessions, the participants of the meeting clearly corroborated the need for an Ethics section as the “ethical conscious” of the organization.
7. Webpage 

It was felt that it would be helpful to improve the webpage of our section by adding a “message board”, such that articles, documents of interest, potential questions for EDIC or thoughts for PACT could be added. Andrej will be in touch with Philipp Mettnitz on that matter.
8. Next meeting
The next meeting of the section will take place during the 24th Annual Congress of the Society in October 2011 in Berlin.
Jozef convened the meeting at 13:20 hrs.
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