Minutes of the Meeting of the Ethics Section at the 24th Annual Congress of the European Society of Intensive Care Medicine in Berlin, October 4, 2011
Participants: Elie Azoulay (Paris),  Charles Sprung (Jerusalem), Julie Benbenisthy (Jerusalem), Randall Curtis (Seattle), Bob Truog (Boston), Marcio Soares (Rio de Janeiro), Bara Ricou (Geneva), Paulo Maia (Porto), Francesca Rubolotta (London), Rik Gerritsen (Leeuwarden), Christiane Hartog (Jena), Fabienne Gigon (Geneva), Ruth Piers (Ghent), Phillip Levin (Jerusalem), Markus Deisenberg (Augsburg), Natalie Pattison (London), Barbara Tamowicz (Poznan), Adam Mrkstacki (Poznan),Carla Teixeira (Porto), Myriam Seha (Maennersdorf), Michael o’Fatharstaugh (?),  Jozef Kesecioglu (Utrecht), Andrej Michalsen (Tuttlingen)
Jozef opened the meeting at 07:30 hrs. and expressed his gratitude for the good attendance.
1. Minutes of the Brussels meeting
The minutes of the meeting of the Ethics Section in Brussels in March 2011 were approved.
2. The Berlin 2011 congress

Jozef pointed out that the Ethics section was well represented in the scientific programme of the Berlin 2011 congress and expressed his appreciation for all section members involved. 
3. Studies ongoing or planned with participation from the Ethics Section
Study I, “WELPICUS” (see minutes from earlier meetings)
Presented by Charles Sprung, Israel

The process of developing consensus regarding worldwide practices of end-of-life care is ongoing; the question arose what the purpose and power of a consensus statement, once arrived at, might be, whether it is supposed to mean a good practice guide or a (more binding) guideline – and who would decide the one or the other and then implement it. The discussion is ongoing.
Study II, “Multiresistant Bacteria and End of Life Decisions” (see Minutes Barcelona, 2010)
Presented by Phillip Levin, Israel
The results of the primary retrospective study have been published: Levin PD, Sinmor AE, Moses AE, Sprung CL. End-of-life treatment and bacterial antibiotic resistance: a potential association. Chest 2010; 138:588-594.

As the next step, a prevalence study as to the same association is being planned. Those interested to contribute or take part are asked to contact Phillip Levin or Charles Sprung (phillipl@hadassah.org.il – charless@ekmd.huji.ac.il ).
Study III, “Eldicus Study” (see minutes from earlier sections)
Presented by Charles Sprung, Israel 
Results of the survey have already been published. The next task now is to further validate the “Eldicus Triage Score” that has been developed with the study data. Those interested to contribute or take part are asked to contact Charles Sprung (charless@ekmd.huji.ac.il ). 
Study IV, “PALLICUS” (formerly oVNI)

Presented by Elie Azoulay, France
In this study, non-invasive ventilation is being investigated as the ceiling of therapy for critically ill patients. Those interested are asked to contact Elie Azoulay (elie.azoulay@sls.aphp.fr )
Study V, “SAID-Study” (see minutes Brussels 2011)

Presented by Francesca Rubulotta, United Kingdom

The aim of this study is to investigate whether a specific training for professionals can help prevent or reduce occupational conflicts and chronic occupational stress (“burnout”).Those interested to contribute please contact Francesca Rubulotta (frubulotta@hotmail.com)
Study VI, “APPROPRICUS” (see minutes Brussels 2011)
Presented by Ruth Piers, Belgium
This multi-centre European study investigated how often intensive care unit staff felt that the care rendered was inappropriate and tried to elucidate the determinants of such care. In the meantime, the manuscript of the primary results has been submitted. Ruth presented a few additional results. Those interested are asked to contact Ruth Piers (ruth.piers@ugent.be )
4. Study presented without participation from the Ethics Section
“EIDECHS Study”

Presented by Christiane Hartog, Germany

The study intends to investigate measures to reduce the psychological burden for both ICU staff and families of patients dying in the ICU. Primary endpoints are staff-burnout and post-traumatic burden for families. For more information please contact Christiane Hartog (christiane.hartog@med.uni-jena.de)

5. ATS Document on Futility (see minutes Barcelona 2011)
The ATS had asked the ethics section to participate in formulating a document on futility. Elie Azoulay and Jozef Kesecioglu took part in the respective meeting. The esuing document is to be published in the near future.
6. ECCRN Trials Group

The next meeting of the Trials Group will be held in Rimini, November 17./18. 2011.
7. Lisbon programme
The programme of the section for the 2012 annual congress in Lisbon was discussed at length, with most sessions and speakers having been found or at least asked. The congress committee will make further decision on the matter after their next meeting sometime in November.

Jozef convened the meeting at 10:00 hrs. 
There will be a spring-meeting of the section next year in Brussels at the 32nd International Symposium on Intensive Care and Emergency Medicine, March 20-23, 2012.
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