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The meeting was opened by Michael Hiesmayr, who began by welcoming the participants to the meeting and summarizing the activities of the section over the three years of his stewardship. He went on to then introduce the new chair of the section, Claudia Spies, to the members, It was announced that there are currently 85 voting members and 1064 registered members in the POIC section. You will find attached the details of the members of the the POIC section in 2007 (see attachment 1). Michael then suggested performing a new survey of membership in 2008 before presenting the agenda for the meeting (see attachment 2).
The first point of business was the section’s programme for the 22nd ESICM Congress to be held in Vienna 11-14 October 2009 (you should find this attached). There will be new rules for this conference. It will be devoted to “Patient safety”, and each Section will receive fixed slots. The Congress Committee selected topics from among 4 – 5 proposals from our Section (see attachment 3). 
The next point of business concerned the initiation of a working group (WG) on gastro-intestinal function (GIF), which will be headed by Manu Malbrain, Manu Malbrain will send the formal ESICM Working Group application (see attachment 4)  to Claudia Spies.
Mora Bruno informed us on the nutrition day. Anyone interested in a copy of the program should contact Mora Bruno by email ( office@nutritionday.org ). 
Claudia Spies then took over the chair of the meeting.

She started by informing the members that she will be anxious to foster collaborative projects in our network.  She will be delighted to hear from any members interested in becoming involved in the following two projects:

· Delirium monitoring 
The scores used to monitor Delirium are currently available in English and German (see attachment 5): We would be delighted if they were also available in other languages.  Claudia invited any who were interested to contact her and offered advice regarding translating scores, which has to be performed according to a standardized protocol (Wild D, Grove A, Martin M et al. Principles of good practice, for the translation and cultural adaptation process for patient reported outcomes (PRO) measures: report of the ISPOR task force for translation and cultural adaptation. Value Health 2005; 8 94-104).
· Antibiotic therapy  
In 30% of cases antibiotic are begun without reliable signs of infection or isolation of a pathogen. The frequency of inefficient use of antibiotics is estimated to be as high as 50%. Against this background, a computer program has been developed to assist the rational use of antibiotics in critically ill patients. Existing Standard Operating Procedures and Guidelines have been transferred into a user-friendly electronic format. The program can quickly provide information regarding diagnosis, therapy and local resistance patterns and forms a basis for individual therapy decisions. The ABx-Program is an official project of the German Society of Anaesthesiology and Intensive Care Medicine (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Anästhesiologie und lntensivmedizin, DGAI) and is currently used on several ICUs in hospitals all over Germany (see attachment 6). 

· Claudia invited all members with interest in expanding this project to include their own institutions to contact her:
· website access: http://en.dgai-abx.de/ 

· username: antibiotics
· password: charite
She will also involve the other sections pertinent to this topic: “Infection" and “Systemic inflammation and sepsis”. 
Claudia Spies thanked the members of the POIC section who attended the meeting, all voting members, and especially Michael Hiesmayr for his excellent work during his mandate and for what will be his on-going support as deputy of the section. She said that Michael and she will prepare a newsletter so that all the members of the POIC section can be informed of events at the ESICM.
Claudia Spies and Michael Hiesmayr invited the members of the POIC section to send proposals for topics and speakers for the next Congress in Barcelona in 2010 (proposal form is attachment 7, please return by November 15th, 2008). They also promised to send some reminders.
The section meeting ended at 15.00. The next meeting will be held at the ISICEM congress in Brussels, date and location will be communicated as soon as possible.
