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The meeting was opened by Philipp Metnitz, who welcomed the participants to the meeting of the Health Services Research and Outcome Section (HSRO).

First of all he summarized the activities performed in the last six years, that is during the time of his mandate, which was at the end. 

Then he presented the agenda of the meeting.
The first point was the section’s programme of the 22nd ESICM Congress to be held in Vienna 11-14 October 2009. The congress has been organized with new rules different from those of the past. It will be devoted to “Patient safety”, and each Section received some fixed slots. The Congress Committee selected topics among 6-7 proposals of the Section. At the time of the last meeting of the Congress Committee (21st September 2008), 4 Thematic sessions, 1 Continuous Professional Development, and 2 Controversies session were selected. 
The subsequent point of the agenda concerned the reports of Working Groups (WG).
outcome group 

There has been a handover from Rui Moreno, who will take over the ESICM presidency in the General Assembly on the 23rd September 2008 in Lisbon, and Philipp Metnitz, who will be responsible of this WG.
Philipp Metnitz reported on the most recent SAPS 3 sub-studies. One of them, on 28-day survival prediction (by RP Moreno, PGH Metnitz et al) has been published in Journal of Critical Care and the other on end-of-life decisions (by E Azoulay et al.) has been accepted for publication in Intensive Care Medicine. 

A study on SAPS 3 validation in Austrian ICUs will appear soon in Intensive Care Medicine.  Moreover, Philipp Metnitz informed that the group was preparing the protocol for the new prospective study WORKDOC on ICU physicians’ workload. The study will be possibly launched in Vienna.
Quality improvement group
Andreas Valentin reported that the paper on data collected in the SEE 2 study has been submitted to British Medical Journal, the answer being expected in the next month. 
The protocol of the new prospective study on Rapid Response Team (or MET, or CCOT) and post-ICU mortality will be discussed at the meeting of the WG, scheduled for the afternoon. The study will be performed prospectively, for a short period (1 week). 
Moreover, Andreas Valentin proposed to revise ESICM recommendations on requirements of an ICU structure, which were defined 10 years ago.
Health Economics group
Akos Csomos reported that the analysis of the data on the survey ICUFUND was still ongoing. He shortly informed about a project (PROSAFE) to implement the use of the Italian Database “Margherita” in three ICUs of Eastern Europe, in accordance with the responsible of the Italian GiViTI (Guido Bertolini), which is the owner of the program.
Then Akos Csomos concluded suggesting some changes in rules of WGs, concerning the organization and the participation of people working for industries.
Philipp Metnitz reminded the recent letter he wrote about the outcome produced by the Health Economics WG in the last three years. He emphasized that his suggestion was to evaluate if this working group is still necessary, and concluded that this was due before the end of his mandate. Michael Pinsky noticed that he and others who contacted him were disappointed by the style of the mentioned letter.

Philipp Metnitz concluded that the future had to be decided by the Section and the new Chair.

Maurizia Capuzzo took over the chair of the section.

She started informing the members that she received an e-mail by Akos Csomos at the beginning of summer, where he wrote that he was unhappy about this WG. 

Akos had a lot of other commitments, so he has done what he could do. Maurizia Capuzzo proposed Akos to bring the ICUFUND to the conclusion (paper for publication). 

The first decision to be taken concerned the future existence of the WG on Health Economics. She asked all participants to give each his opinion. ALL were in favour of maintaining this WG.  Moreover, there was also a general agreement that the group should be lead by a researcher willing and having the possibility of investing time and work in preparing a major research project for the WG. After a discussion (members with experience too busy, next meeting in Brussels too far, and generally not well attended), Maurizia Capuzzo proposed that Paolo Merlani as young investigator be responsible for collecting research proposals from HSRO section and Health Economics WG members, and analysing feasibility to identify the project of the Health Economics WG. Hans Ulrich Rothen suggested a possibility of a future handover of Health Economics WG from Akos Csomos to the responsible for the research project. 
Akos Csomos agreed and promised to conclude the ICUFUND. Paolo Merlani answered that he was aware of the hard work to be done. He asked for two weeks before giving his agreement, to obtain the support of his institution.
Maurizia Capuzzo thanked the members of the HSRO section who attended the meeting, thanked all voting members, and especially Philipp Metnitz for the strong support to her candidature. Andreas Valentin was elected Deputy of the section. His cooperation has been already widely experimented by the chair in the past. New, good, creative ideas will be required to identify attractive topics for the Congress. Maurizia Capuzzo invited the members of the HSRO section to send proposals for topics and speakers for the next Congress in Barcelona in 2010. She promised also to send some reminders.
As final part of the meeting, Michael Pinsky invited the members of the section to participate in a new study, on the use of an algorhythm in septic shock patients. He invited those who were interested to contact him. Maurizia Capuzzo thanked Michael Pinsky for presenting the study in the HSRO section, and recommended him to involve also the sections pertinent to the topic, namely “Systemic inflammation and sepsis” and “Cardiovascular dynamics”. 
The section meeting ended at 13.40, being a bit late according to a new Mediterranean style. The next meeting will be held at the ISICEM congress in Brussels and date and location will be communicated as soon as possible.
